
LECTURE 10
SOCIAL HOUSING IN EU

OVERALL AIM: 
Ability in the recognition of human factor impact in building retrofit and urban 

regeneration and in tackling it through the development of public private 
partnerships and other models and instruments 



What is social housing?
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• No unique definition at EU level

• CECODHAS (major network of social housing providers in Europe, today 
called Housing Europe) à “housing for households whose needs are not 
met by the open market and where there are rules for allocating housing 
to benefiting households 

(definition of social housing adopted by CECODHAS in Thessaloniki in 2006)



Social housing mission
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Social rental housing 
(% of total housing)
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Allocation criteria
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Type of providers
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Social housing in EU
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• Tenure split

Source: Housing Europe 2017



Social housing in EU
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• Housing cost by income group

Source: Housing Europe 2017



Italy
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Lithuania
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Poland
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Spain
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Further readings
• Pittini A. and Laino E. (2011), Housing Europe Review 2012: the nuts and bolts of 

European social housing systems, CECODHAS European Social Housing 
Observatory, Brussels

• Pittini A. et al. (2015) The state of housing in the EU, Housing Europe

• Pittini A. et al. (2017) The state of housing in the EU, Housing Europe

Key Action 2: Strategic Partnership Projects, Agreement n° 2016-1-PL01-KA203-026232



Project "SURE - Sustainable Urban Rehabilitation in Europe"
implemented in frames of Erasmus+ Programme 
Key Action 2: Strategic Partnership Projects
Agreement n° 2016-1-PL01-KA203-026232



This publication reflects the views only of the author, and the Commission cannot be held 
responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein.

This publication has been funded within support from the European Commission.

Free copy.

Project "SURE - Sustainable Urban Rehabilitation in Europe"
implemented in frames of Erasmus+ Programme 
Key Action 2: Strategic Partnership Projects
Agreement n° 2016-1-PL01-KA203-026232


