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“Urban heritage is of vital importance for our cities – now and in the future. Tangible and intangible urban heritage are sources 
of social cohesion, factors of diversity and drivers of creativity, innovation and urban regeneration.
The key to understanding and managing any historic urban environment is the recognition that the city is not a static monument 
or group of buildings, but subject to dynamic forces in the economic, social and cultural spheres that shaped it and keep sha-
ping it. 

UNESCO’s approach to managing historic urban landscapes is holistic; it integrates the goals of urban heritage conservation and 
those of social and economic development.
This method sees urban heritage as a social, cultural and economic asset for the development of cities.

The recommendation on the Historic Urban Landscape was adopted on 10 November 2011 by UNESCO’s General Conference.

The historic urban landscape approach moves beyond the preservation of the physical environment, and focuses on the entire 
human environment with all of its tangible and intangible qualities. It seeks to increase the sustainability of planning and design 
interventions by taking into account the existing built environment, intangible heritage, cultural diversity, socio-economic and 
environmental factors along with local community values.”

Historic Urban Landscape Approach

UNESCO 2013
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TENSIONS AND THREATS IN HISTORIC CITIES / WORLD HERITAGE SITES

1.	 Lack of awareness of heritage values

2.	 Increase in the flows of people

3.	 Fragmentation, deterioration and abandonment of city centres

4.	 Commercial use of heritage

5.	 Influx of mass tourism

6.	 Transportation

 
A compilation of case studies on the conservation and management 
of historic cities 

 
|Organization of World Heritage Cities |City of Lyon| 
|World Heritage Centre |France-UNESCO Convention | 
|Council of Europe | The Getty Conservation Institute | ICOMOS| 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



S.U.R.E. Sustainable Urban Rehabilitation in Europe

TENSIONS AND THREATS IN HISTORIC CITIES / WORLD HERITAGE SITES

1.	 Lack of awareness of heritage values

2.	 Increase in the flows of people

3.	 Fragmentation, deterioration and abandonment of city centres

4.	 Commercial use of heritage

5.	 Influx of mass tourism

6.	 Transportation COMPILATION OF CASE STUDIES (2014) 
on the conservation and management of historic cities
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URBAN MORPHOLOGY

Córdoba (Spain) aims to reconnect with a historic urban landscape that was altered and 
cut off from the river by the construction of roadway during the 1950s. The issue is one 
of developing a contemporary vision for the city while re-establishing physical and sym-
bolic ties to a monumental ensemble that had progressively become isolated. 

Source: UNESCO, 2014 Developing Historic Cities
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URBAN MORPHOLOGY

Puebla (Mexico), it has led to the depopulation of historic urban centres. This results in 
phenomena such as the fragmentation of the social fabric, the degradation of the built 
environment and the heightening of insecurity. 
Initiatives inspired by residents of these abandoned neighbourhoods and by decision-
makers have resulted in a process of rebalancing the urban structure. The main issue 
is one of attracting new inhabitants and economic activity to the centre in order to 
contribute to its repopulation, revitalization and redevelopment and in doing so to 
counterbalance peripheral urban sprawl. 

Source: UNESCO, 2014 Developing Historic Cities
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PUBLIC SPACE

With the goal of providing services adapted to this demand, the main public space in 
the historic centre of Tallinn (Estonia) was converted into a multimodal transportation 
hub. By building an underground parking lot and pedestrian zones and reorganizing 
public transportation, the city aims to make residents’ and visitors’ movements through 
the old city more comfortable and easier. 
 

Source: UNESCO, 2014 Developing Historic Cities
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 MOBILITY
In Rhodes (Greece), local authorities decided to reorganize traffic in the coastal area between the port and the medieval city, the two 
centres of commercial and tourist activity in Rhodes. Burdened with heavy automobile traffic and unsuitable for pedestrian use, this 
area had been a barrier for visitors who wished to access the medieval city, which is inscribed on the World Heritage List. Thanks to 
the application of new traffic rules, the installation of grouped parking lots, and the creation of dedicated lanes for buses, bicycles 
and pedestrians, this area is to be available to everyone. 

Residents, tourists and pleasure boaters have already begun to use this pilot area, and local authorities are planning to restructure 
the urban space along the entirety of the coast near the historic heart of Rhodes. 

Source: UNESCO, 2014 Developing Historic Cities
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