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WORLD HERITAGE SITE DEFINITION
a natural or man-made site, area, or structure recognized as being of outstanding international importance 
and therefore as deserving special protection. Sites are nominated to and designated by the World Heritage 
Convention (an organization of UNESCO).

UNESCO Convention 1972
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1972 CONVENTION CONCERNING THE PROTECTION 
OF THE WORLD CULTURAL AND NATURAL HERITAGE:  

Designed to ensure the identification, protection, conservation, presentation and transmission of 

cultural and natural heritage to future generations, this Convention recognizes the way in which people 

interact with nature, and the fundamental need to preserve the balance between the two.
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MONUMENTS: 
architectural works, works of monumental sculpture and painting, elements or structures of an archaeological 
nature, inscriptions, cave dwellings and combinations of features, which are of outstanding universal value from the 
point of view of history, art or science;

GROUPS OF BUILDINGS: 
groups of separate or connected buildings which, because of their architecture, their homogeneity or their place in 
the landscape, are of outstanding universal value from the point of view of history, art or science;

SITES: 
works of man or the combined works of nature and man, and areas including archaeological sites which are of 
outstanding universal value from the historical, aesthetic, ethnological or anthropological point of view.

Article 1 UNESCO World Heritage Convention

Cultural Heritage Definition
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NaturalHeritage Definition

NATURAL FEATURES consisting of physical and biological formations or groups of such formations, which are of 
outstanding universal value from the aesthetic or scientific point of view;

GEOLOGICAL AND PHYSIOGRAPHICAL FORMATIONS and precisely delineated areas which constitute the 
habitat of threatened species of animals and plants of outstanding universal value from the point of view of science 
or conservation;

NATURAL SITES or precisely delineated natural areas of outstanding universal value from the point of view of 
science, conservation or natural beauty.

Article 2 UNESCO World Heritage Convention
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ENVIRONMENT
DEFINITION

the air, water, and land in or on which people, animals, and plants live.

Cambridge dictionary
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ENVIRONMENT
DEFINITION

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
DEFINITION

“Environmental protection refers to any activity to maintain or restore the quality of 
environmental media through preventing the emission of pollutants or reducing the 
presence of polluting substances in environmental media.”

OECD Glossary of Statistical Terms

the air, water, and land in or on which people, animals, and plants live.

Cambridge dictionary
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Plastic pollution: how humans are turning the world into plastic 

https://youtu.be/RS7IzU2VJIQ
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