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CULTURAL LANDSCAPE?

space historically shaped by human activities, containing products of civilization and the 
natural elements
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CULTURAL PARK          PARK, PARK OF CULTURE

CULTURAL PARK created in order to protect and preserve the cultural landscape 

of outstanding landscape areas with monuments characteristic of the local 

tradition of building and settlement (in conjunction with the protection of 

environmental elements).



Cultural Park - instructional materials

"The rules for creating cultural park, management and drawing up a plan 
of protection"
Instructional materials for municipal local governments, conservation planners, provincial and local conservators 
- 2005.

The criteria to be met by cultural landscapes, for classifying tchem to be protected using cultural park include:

• unique cultural values,

• the complexity of the structure,

• ability to self-regulation ("systemic" nature of the landscape and the concomitant need to involve local 
communities, together with the whole area of social practices to protect)

Three documents necessary for the protection of cultural heritage in the form of a park:

• the resolution of the municipal council to create a cultural park in the area following consultation with the 
regional conservation,

• protection plan agreed with the provincial conservation officer, approved by the municipal council,

• Master plan for the area of the park, to which the work shall begin within three months from the date of the 
creation of the park.
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Schema of protection plan

PHASE I - DIAGNOSIS

1. Identification of the characteristics of surviving representative of the cultural landscape - the reasons 
why we want to protect the area;

2. REGISTRATION resource landscape and the processes occurring in it

3. RECOVERY features and processes of landscape and landscape

PHASE II - OUTLOOK

1. ANALYSIS opportunities, conflicts and threats

2. ANALYSIS primary, secondary and future form of the landscape

• expected - if the park is not created;

• desired - possible version of events if the park creation

3. protective zoning of the area

PHASE III - GUIDELINES

1. BORDERS - setting or adjustment

2. DIRECTIONS AND RANGES activities in the areas

3. METHODS solving conflicts and reducing risks

4. GUIDELINES for local development plans
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PURPOSE OF CREATION OF CULTURAL PARK: 

- a tool for active forms of protection of monuments and its development

- a tool of promotion and economic development based on exploiting the potential 
of the cultural landscape

METHODS FOR IMPLEMENTATION

• to provide passive protection area

• creating the conditions for the development area by appropriate orientation spatial 
and economic development in terms of long and short-term (active management 
space, ownership transformation, regeneration activities etc.)

• to create the legal, organizational and financial conditions for active protection of 
assumptions and its promotion.



Good cultural park protection plan:

• precise and transparent

• flexible in the ways of its implementation, open to different models 
of organizational activities, eg .: privatization, public-private 
partnerships, etc ..

• taking into account the principles of participation and the free market

In the passive way of protection should determine the limits and 
prohibitions on developing of landscape, which should be reflected 
in the Master Plan.

In terms of active way of protection should specify the legal, 
organizational and financial support to enable sustainability of the 
historic landscape and its development.

In particular, the term model of the park and the funding of active 
conservation and revitalization activities, including the promotion.



In the cultural park's or parts thereof may be established prohibitions and 
restrictions on:

1) the construction works and industrial activities, agriculture, culture, trade or 
service;

2) a change in the use of immovable monuments;

3) placarding, subtitles, advertising and other signs of non-security cultural park, 
with the exception of road signs and signs for the protection of public order and 
safety, ...;

4) waste storage.
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CASE STUDY:
SYSTEMIC PROTECTION
OF THE WARSAW FORTRESS 
CULTURAL PARK 
2005-2014
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Fortress Toruń                                    Fortress Warsaw

Fortess Kraków                                    Fortess Poznań

Source: Palubska K., 2009, Tereny 
dziewiętnastowiecznej Twierdzy Warszawa 
jako elementy struktury rekreacyjnej miasta/ 
The areas of the nineteenth-century Warsaw 
Fortress as elements of the recreational 
structure of the city, PhD thesis at the 
Architecture Faculty of the Warsaw
University of Technology, Warsaw, 
Unpublished manuscript.



Elements of the Warsaw Fortress
PIERŚCIEŃ ZEWNĘTRZNY (21- 14z)

34 Fort I; Bielany
35 Fort II; Wawrzyszew
36 Fort IIA; Radiowo
37 Fort III; Blizne(Groty)
38 Fort IV; Chrzanów
39 Fort V; Włochy
40 Fort VI; Okęcie
41 Fort VII; Zbarż
42 Fort Służewiec
43 Fort VIII; Służew
44 Fort IX; Sadyba
45 Bateria X; Augustówka
46 Fort XI
47 Punkt Oporu Grochów
48 Fort XII
49 Punkt Oporu Zacisze
50 Fort XIII
51 Fort XIV
52 Wał między. (na wsch.od P.O. Żerań)
53 Punkt Oporu Żerań
54 Wał międzyf. (na zach.od P.O. Żerań)
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PIERŚCIEŃ WEWNĘTRZNY (25-14z)

9 Dzieło flankujące pośrednie Buraków

10 Wał międzyfortowy (na wsch. Od Fortu P)

11 Fort P-Parysów

12 Wał międzyfortowy (na płd od Fortu P)

13 Dzieło flank. pośrednie (na płd.od Fortu P)

14 Dzieło flank. pośrednie (na płn. od F.W)

15 Wał między. (na płn. od Fortu Wola)

16 Fort W-Wola

17 Wał między. (na płn. od P.O. Czyste)

18 Punkt Oporu Czyste

19 Wał między. (między P.O.Czyste i F.Szcze)

20 Fort Szcze-Szczęśliwice

21 Wał między. (m. F.Szcze i P.O. Rakowiec)

22 Punkt Oporu R – Rakowiec

23 Wał między. (na wsch. od P.O. Rakowiec)

24 Wał międzyfortowy (na zach. od Fortu M)

25 Fort M – Mokotów

26 Wał między. (na zach. od P.O. Wierzbno)

27 Punkt Oporu Wierzbno

28 Wał między. (na wsch. od P.O. Wierzbo)

29 Bateria Królikarnia

30 Wał między. (na zach. od Fortu Cze)

31 Fort Cze – Czerniaków

32 Wał między. (na wsch. od Fortu Cze)

33 Wał między. (Jez.Czerniakowskim i Bat.X)

PIERŚCIEŃ CYTADELI (8 – 5z)

1 Cytadela Warszawska

2 Bateria nadbrzeżna

3 Fort Siergiej

4 Fort Gregorij

5 Fort Paweł

6 Fort Aleksiej

7 Fort Władimir

8 Fort Śliwickiego

20 tys.ha – historical area od the Warsaw
Fortess

2 tyś. ha – area of the cultural park 

130ha – powierzchnia zachowanych fortów w 
2010 roku

Source: Palubska K., 2009, Tereny 
dziewiętnastowiecznej Twierdzy Warszawa 
jako elementy struktury rekreacyjnej miasta/ 
The areas of the nineteenth-century Warsaw 
Fortress as elements of the recreational 
structure of the city, PhD thesis at the 
Architecture Faculty of the Warsaw
University of Technology, Warsaw, 
Unpublished manuscript.
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20 tys.ha – area of Warsaw Fortress

48 km – belt lengh of the outside ring 

3,3 tys.ha – area of the city in 19 c.

12 tys.ha - area of the city after 1916

Source: Palubska K., 2009, Tereny 
dziewiętnastowiecznej Twierdzy Warszawa 
jako elementy struktury rekreacyjnej miasta/ 
The areas of the nineteenth-century Warsaw 
Fortress as elements of the recreational 
structure of the city, PhD thesis at the 
Architecture Faculty of the Warsaw
University of Technology, Warsaw, 
Unpublished manuscript.
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The wedge-ecological system of 1930.

Source: Palubska K., 2009, Tereny 
dziewiętnastowiecznej Twierdzy Warszawa 
jako elementy struktury rekreacyjnej miasta/ 
The areas of the nineteenth-century Warsaw 
Fortress as elements of the recreational 
structure of the city, PhD thesis at the 
Architecture Faculty of the Warsaw
University of Technology, Warsaw, 
Unpublished manuscript.
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Source: Palubska K., 2009, Tereny 
dziewiętnastowiecznej Twierdzy Warszawa 
jako elementy struktury rekreacyjnej miasta/ 
The areas of the nineteenth-century Warsaw 
Fortress as elements of the recreational 
structure of the city, PhD thesis at the 
Architecture Faculty of the Warsaw
University of Technology, Warsaw, 
Unpublished manuscript.



Protection of the post-military areas

The possibility of legal protection of works of fortification Fortress of Warsaw
appeared only in the seventies of the twentieth century, when the censorship
was abolished for the treatment of age as an object of protection of objects
and areas created after 1850 years.

But it took another 20 years before the development of the theory of
conservation has expanded the scope of protection of industrial objects and
post-military.

In the seventies, preservation of historic buildings, including the individual
objects of fortification, and was limited to the initial identification of a
resource, often without specifying the boundaries of the entry in the register
of monuments (at the beginning of the 90s declassified and made available on
the materials in the military archives).

Protection of existing objects consisted of only Warsaw Citadel and the
buildings existing before 1850 and re-adapted to the needs of the fortress
facilities.
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There are no procedures to protect large-scale assumptions led to the 
degradation of the system Fortress of Warsaw.

An important factor disrupting opportunities uniform spatial policy of 
Warsaw became the period 1990-2002, in which the individual districts 
acquired the status of gminas, and the problem has been subjected to 
Warsaw Fortress large arbitrariness official decision.

Then, established the Military Property Agency and the Military Housing 
Agency, which launched a massive sale of military sites. The transition of 
many objects in private hands has not changed essentially a condition of 
use of objects (23% of the surviving works of fortification belong to 
private owners).

40% of the works of fortification Fortress of Warsaw were destroyed 
over the century to obstruct their field identification and acquisition of 
conservation treatments.
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FIRST STEPS TO SYSTEMIC FORM OF PROTECTION 
- scientific studies

Studies commissioned by the Office of Capital Conservator in the years 2005 - 2014 for the presumptive
identification of the remaining elements of the fortress and analysis necessary for further work on the
project.

ETAP I (2006): Historical and spatial assumptions / Założenia historyczne i przestrzenne dla planowanego

Parku Kulturowego Zespołu XIX-wiecznych Fortyfikacji Twierdzy Warszawa

autorzy: Katarzyna Pałubska, Przemysław Boguszewski

ETAP II (2007): Historical spatial and ownership analysis with first conception / Analiza historyczno-

przestrzenna oraz własnościowa pod kątem utworzenia Parku Kulturowego Zespołu XIX-wiecznych

Fortyfikacji Twierdzy Warszawa

autor: Katarzyna Pałubska

ETAP III (2009): Cultural park project / Projekt parku kulturowego XIX wiecznych fortyfiakcji Twierdzy 

Warszawa

autorzy: Katarzyna Pałubska, Kamil Melaniuk

ETAP IV (2014): Availability of forts investment / Dostępność inwestycyjna fortów Twierdzy Warszawa

autorzy: Katarzyna Pałubska, Cezary Głuszek, Piotr Kordek
16



17

System of the Warsaw Fortress - 2007

Source: Palubska K., 2009, ‘Protection 
plan of cultural park of 19th century 
Fortification of Warsaw Fortress’, Project 
for the Heritage Preservation Department 
of the City Council of Warsaw, 
Unpublished manuscript
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Warsaw Citadele

Source: Palubska K., 2009, Tereny 
dziewiętnastowiecznej Twierdzy Warszawa 
jako elementy struktury rekreacyjnej miasta/ 
The areas of the nineteenth-century Warsaw 
Fortress as elements of the recreational 
structure of the city, PhD thesis at the 
Architecture Faculty of the Warsaw
University of Technology, Warsaw, 
Unpublished manuscript.Warsaw Fortress, Poland, photos © K.Palubska



•
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Forts

Warsaw Fortress, Poland, photos © K.Palubska
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military camps

Warsaw Fortress, Poland, photos © K.Palubska



Brak świadomości ochrony oryginalnej substancji zabytkowej drogi rokadowej 
nawierzchni, układów zadrzewień
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Roads and railways

Warsaw Fortress, Poland, photos © K.Palubska
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Warsaw Fortress, Poland, photos © K.Palubska

Dendrological inventory
of Fort Parysów, 2007



23

Water systems and green systems in nineteenth 
and twentieth century

Warsaw Fortress, Poland, photos © K.Palubska
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Typowe pokrycie nawierzchnią trawiastą dzieł fortecznych w XIX w. – tzw. „perzowa robota”

Warsaw Fortress, Poland, photos © K.Palubska
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Source: Palubska K., 2009, ‘Protection 
plan of cultural park of 19th century 
Fortification of Warsaw Fortress’, Project 
for the Heritage Preservation Department 
of the City Council of Warsaw, 
Unpublished manuscript
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Variant 1                                                                    Variant 2

Variant cultural park as a form of legal 

protection

Variant as a form of cultural park 

management

City goverment ownership

State Treasure ownership

Private  ownership

Source: Palubska K., 2009, ‘Protection 
plan of cultural park of 19th century 
Fortification of Warsaw Fortress’, Project 
for the Heritage Preservation Department 
of the City Council of Warsaw, 
Unpublished manuscript
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Objects representativeObjects protected

X

X

X Source: Palubska K., 2009, ‘Protection 
plan of cultural park of 19th century 
Fortification of Warsaw Fortress’, Project 
for the Heritage Preservation Department 
of the City Council of Warsaw, 
Unpublished manuscript



PROBLEMS WITH USE AND DEVELOPMENT

Function of forts:

Degradation by the lack of a proper 

adaptation

The prevailing temporary use or lack of 

development

Changing the way management (UF or 

ZF) - a priority for of public functions

53% of the objects can perform the 

RECREATIONAL functions (30% of 

the required transformations)

20% of the objects is developed 

permanently in a conflict with public 

functions

Source: Palubska K., 2009, Tereny 
dziewiętnastowiecznej Twierdzy Warszawa 
jako elementy struktury rekreacyjnej miasta/ 
The areas of the nineteenth-century Warsaw 
Fortress as elements of the recreational 
structure of the city, PhD thesis at the 
Architecture Faculty of the Warsaw
University of Technology, Warsaw, 
Unpublished manuscript.
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MOSAIC OF OWNERSHIP

30% - State or army (think barracks)

20% - the city of Warsaw (green 

areas)

20% - private

30% - mosaic ownership as

a manifestation of the strong

processes

urbanization (the ability to integrate 

??? – problems the borders?)

Source: Palubska K., 2009, Tereny 
dziewiętnastowiecznej Twierdzy Warszawa 
jako elementy struktury rekreacyjnej miasta/ 
The areas of the nineteenth-century Warsaw 
Fortress as elements of the recreational 
structure of the city, PhD thesis at the 
Architecture Faculty of the Warsaw
University of Technology, Warsaw, 
Unpublished manuscript.



30
Warsaw Fortress, Poland, photo © K.Palubska
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Lp.

Nazwa zachowanego 

dzieła 

fortyfikacyjnego

Nazwa obowiązującego  

miejscowego planu 

zagospodarowania 

przestrzennego

Uchwała Rady/ uchwalenie planu

1

- Cytadela 

Warszawska (1)

- Fort Siergiej (3)

Miejscowy plan 

zagospodarowania 

przestrzennego 

części terenu Żoliborza 

Historycznego

Uchwała Nr LXXXII/2738/2006 

Rady miasta stołecznego Warszawy z 

dnia 10 października 2006 roku

2
Dzieło flankujące 

pośrednie Buraków (9)

Miejscowy plan 

zagospodarowania 

przestrzennego 

Osiedla Sady Żoliborskie

Uchwała Nr 1899/LXXXII/2002 

Rady Gminy Warszawa-Centrum z 

dnia 19 września 2002 r.

3

- Wał międzyfort. (na 

zach.od F. Cze) (30) 

- Fort Cze-Czerniaków 

(31)

- Wał międzyfort. (na 

wsch. od F. Cze) (32) 

Miejscowy plan 

zagospodarowania 

przestrzennego rejonu pod 

Skocznią – część I

Uchwała  Nr XLII/1299/2008

Rady Miasta Stołecznego Warszawy 

z dnia 23 października 2008 r.

4
Fort IV -

Chrzanów (38)

Miejscowy plan 

zagospodarowania 

przestrzennego 

Fortu Chrzanów

Uchwała Nr XX/162/02 

Rady Gminy  Warszawa-Bemowo z 

dnia 9 października 2002 r.

5
Punkt Oporu Zacisze 

(49)

Miejscowy plan 

zagospodarowania 

przestrzennego 

Osiedla Zacisze-Elsnerów

Uchwała Nr LXXXIV/2865/2006

Rady m.st. Warszawy z dnia 26 

października 2006 r.

oraz:

Uchwała Rady m.st. Warszawy

Nr XL/1232/2008

(sprostowanie błędu)

6 Fort XIII (50)

Miejscowy plan 

zagospodarowania 

przestrzennego Bramy 

Białostockiej – 10.10

Uchwała Nr LV/626/02

Rady Gminy Warszawa-Targówek z 

dnia 3 października 2002 r.

Areas covered by the master plans

12% of cultural park areas

Source: Palubska K., 2009, Tereny 
dziewiętnastowiecznej Twierdzy Warszawa 
jako elementy struktury rekreacyjnej miasta/ 
The areas of the nineteenth-century Warsaw 
Fortress as elements of the recreational 
structure of the city, PhD thesis at the 
Architecture Faculty of the Warsaw
University of Technology, Warsaw, 
Unpublished manuscript.
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Source: Palubska K., 2009, ‘Protection 
plan of cultural park of 19th century 
Fortification of Warsaw Fortress’, Project 
for the Heritage Preservation Department 
of the City Council of Warsaw, 
Unpublished manuscript



Protected historical value (national)

• Warsaw Citadel - the symbol of the martyrdom of the Polish nation (Gate of Death, X 
Pavilion)

• Fort Vladimir - temporary prison during the January Uprising

• Fort Śliwicki - gathering point for the shipment of prisoners to Siberia

• Fort P-Parysów - point defense of Warsaw in 1939.

• Fort M-Mokotów - a point of resistance in September 1939., Polish Radio broadcasting 
station in the interwar period in 1939. Free Broadcasting headquarters in Warsaw

• Fort Czerniaków - after World War Special Ammunition Plant, an independent point of 
resistance in September 1939.

• Fort VI - site of the plane crash in 1980.

• Fort IX - a point of resistance in September 1939., Point of resistance during the Warsaw 
Uprising of 1990. Branch of the Museum of the Polish Army,

• Battery X - an individual point of defence in September 1939.
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Warsaw Fortress, Poland, photos © K.Palubska



PROBLEMS with project’s idea

• the vast size of the project - a systemic character? (2.000 ha), different 
scale formulation of conservation guidelines

• Numerous historical stratifications requiring an individual approach to 
each object

• availability

• confusion and reluctance to ownership transformation

• the reluctance of private investors to unknown how to protect 
(information campaign)

• impotence when enacting local development plans, lack of appropriate 
records

• resistance in cooperation of various local government offices

• lack of identity of the inhabitants of the "non-Polish heritage"
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Cultural park project of system nineteenth-
century military Warsaw Fortress - 2009

I. ZESPOŁ JĄDRA TWIERDZY

II. ZESPOŁ BIELAŃSKI

III. ZESPOŁ RADIOWO

IV. ZESPOŁ FORTU IV – CHRZANOW

V. ZESPOŁ FORTU V – WŁOCHY

VI. ZESPOŁ FORTU VI – OKĘCIE

VII. ZESPOŁ FORTU VII – ZBARŻ

VIII. ZESPOŁ DOLINY SŁUŻEWIECKIEJ

IX. ZESPOŁ P.O. BURAKOW

X. ZESPOŁ POWĄZKOWSKI

XI. ZESPOŁ FORTU SZCZĘŚLIWICE

XII. ZESPOŁ P.O. RAKOWIEC

XIII. ZESPOŁ FORTU MOKOTOW

XIV. ZESPOŁ FORTU CZERNIAKOW

XV. ZESPOŁ FORTU IX- SADYBA I FORTU X-
AUGUSTOWKA

XVI. ZESPOŁ KOSZAROWY WOLSKI

XVII. ZESPOŁ KOSZAR JEROZOLIMSKICH

XVIII. ZESPOŁ KOSZAR MOKOTOWSKICH

XIX. ZESPOŁ KOSZAR UJAZDOWSKICH

XX. ZESPOŁ NOWOPRASKI

XXI. ZESPOŁ WARSZTATOW ARTYLERII
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Source: Palubska K., 2009, ‘Protection 
plan of cultural park of 19th century 
Fortification of Warsaw Fortress’, Project 
for the Heritage Preservation Department 
of the City Council of Warsaw, 
Unpublished manuscript
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PREDICTING THE SPATIAL UNITS

Source: Palubska K., 2009, ‘Protection 
plan of cultural park of 19th century 
Fortification of Warsaw Fortress’, Project 
for the Heritage Preservation Department 
of the City Council of Warsaw, 
Unpublished manuscript
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Source: Palubska K., 2009, ‘Protection 
plan of cultural park of 19th century 
Fortification of Warsaw Fortress’, Project 
for the Heritage Preservation Department 
of the City Council of Warsaw, 
Unpublished manuscript



conservation zones: 

Zone A - fortified areas and works with representative historical values for the system Fortress Warsaw. In addition, 
work areas and fortified fortress Warsaw preserved in its original form with preserved historical structures and 
legible original spatial layout (includes areas Fortress Warsaw entered in the register of monuments, or approved for 
entry).

Zone B - areas and works of fortification Fortress Warsaw with special and / or specific historical values, in which 
historical structures and their original spatial arrangement are preserved fully or partially. And areas of historical 
transformations later preserved in the original narysie with preserved historical structures and legible original spatial 
layout (include areas not directly related to the operation of the fortress - entered in the register of monuments, or 
approved for entry).

Zone C - the areas and works of fortification of certain historical values, which are preserved historic structures 
residually, in distributed systems (original spatial arrangement transformed with traces of the history. And the layers 
of historical areas of specific historical values, in which historical structures and their original spatial arrangement are 
preserved in full or in part.

Zone D - areas within the historical boundaries (within the historical boundaries of the plot fortress, or a combination 
of options) Fortress of Warsaw, where the historic structure and spatial arrangement have not been preserved.

Zone E - comprising an outer area (area outside the borders of historical objects and works of Fortress Warsaw), the 
development and the transformation may be related to the protection of land preserved fortress, their exposure or 
availability.
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Guidelines for Master Plans

40

Source: Palubska K., 2009, ‘Protection 
plan of cultural park of 19th century 
Fortification of Warsaw Fortress’, Project 
for the Heritage Preservation Department 
of the City Council of Warsaw, 
Unpublished manuscript
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Source: Palubska K., 2009, ‘Protection 
plan of cultural park of 19th century 
Fortification of Warsaw Fortress’, Project 
for the Heritage Preservation Department 
of the City Council of Warsaw, 
Unpublished manuscript
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