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Romanticism

Romanticism is a term that is not identifiable in a historical period or in 

a movement but rather in a set of feelings and attitudes, in their 

relationships.
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Romanticism

In the mid-nineteenth century the artist, faced with the advance of industrialization and the 

development of the metropolis, decided to be 'other': an 'aesthetic religion' takes shape with 

art in the art where the beauty is primary value.

Caspar David Friedrich, Viandante sul mare di nebbia, 1818
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John Ruskin (1819-1900)

In the nineteenth century in England culture was 

influenced by the thought of J. Ruskin who dreamed of 

returning to the values of medieval artisan society. 

Love for beauty is love for nature (pre-Raphaelesque 

art).

J. Ruskin, St. Marks, Venice
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John Ruskin

J. Ruskin, Fondaco dei turchi, 1845
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The middle age dreamed

August Pugin, Thomas Carlyle (founder of the Central School for Art and Craft), 

William Morris and John Ruskin himself dream of a return to the Middle Ages and 

the Gothic.

The possibility of restoring unity and completeness of the work (the result of late 

nineteenth-century positivistic thought) is denied .
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William Morris (1834-1896)

William Morris was one of the promoters of the Arts and 
Craft movement and founder of the Society for the Protection 
of Ancient Buildings (SPAB). He is considered among the 
leading exponents of the Modern Movement.

W. Morris, 
News from Nowhere, 1892
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The middle age dreamed. A. Pugin

Abbey Church St Augustine’s, Ramsgate (A. Pugin)Comparative illustration from Augustus Pugin's book 
'Contrasts'
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Ruskin's influence on romantic painting

Ruskin's thought influenced romantic painting of the English pre-Raphaelite movement 
(Turner, Dante Gabriel Rossetti, Burne-Jones); Burne-Jones, together with William Morris, 
translated Ruskin's teaching into practice, constituting, in 1877, the Society for the 
Protection of Ancient Building.

E. Burne-Jones, El príncipe entra al bosque  
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(image from: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Edward_Burne-Jones_ 
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Ruskin's influence on romantic painting
William Turner, The Fall of an Avalanche in the Grisons (1810)D. G. Rossetti, La Ghirlandata (1873)
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Impressionism

At the end of the century Walter Horatio Pater 
(1839-1894) elaborated the aesthetic theory 
according to which in a precise moment the 
revelation of a beauty intrinsic to things takes 
place.

Impressionism is born.
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Impressionism

From 1892 to 1894, Monet 
portrays the cathedral of Reims 
33 times
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