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SECOND LESSON:

THEORY AND HISTORY OF CONSERVATION

Introduction and recall to basic concepts, linking the definition of Conservation/Restoration. 

Terminology. Critic Restoration, Pure Conservation, Critic-Conservative Restoration

PROBLEMS

Palermo, 

Palazzo Abatellis 

(Archivio Soprintendenza Palermo - CB)

BEFORE THE SECOND

WORLD WAR

AFTER THE SECOND

WORLD WAR
Restoration and museal conversion

Photo by C.B. 1980
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ARCHITECTURAL STUDY AND RESTORATION 

Preparatory study for restoration

Mazara del Vallo, San Nicolò Reale

Survey by Franco Minissi

Survey, decay of material and deterioration 

before coservation program
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Mazara del Vallo, San Nicolò Reale

RESTORATION PROJECT BY 

FRANCO MINISSI

The plastic materials used is perspex 

laminate from factory Imperial 

Chemical Industries

(CB 1981)
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Palermo, Church of San Salvatore, war 

damage (Soprintendenza Beni 

architettonici e ambientali Palermo)

After the restoration project , the 

distinguibility of marble (CB 1983)
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Visegrad, Salomon Tower

Medieval Donjon

Restoration with reinforced 

concrete

(CB 1980)
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CRITIC RESTORATION

Agrigento, Convento di San Nicola

Distruction during the war

(Archivio Soprintendenza Agrigento)

Agrigento, Archeological museum

Project of restoration by Franco Minissi. New 

insertions in the courtyard (CB 1981)
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CRITIC RESTORATION

Rome, San Michele, Ministry of Cultural Heritage, (C.B. 1981)

Project by Franco Minissi and Gaetano Miarelli Mariani.
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CRITIC RESTORATION

Rome, Cappella Sistina, before the restoration. (C.B. 1981)
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CRITIC RESTORATION

(CB 1982)

An example of 

painting study and 

restoration
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PURE CONSERVATION Milan, Palazzo della Ragione. Marco Dezzi Bardeschi

- Baroque

additions

- Middle Age

On the right

New insertion of 

the mosaic floor

(CB 1989)
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CRITIC-CONSERVATIVE RESTORATION

Rome, Città del Vaticano, 

Basilica di San Pietro. 

Giuseppe Zander, 1985 

Cleaning of the stone surface 

and protection

(CB 1985)
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STYLISTIC 

RESTORATION

Santa Maria del Fiore, 

Firenze

SCIENTIFIC 

RESTORATION

Santa Sabina, Rome

CRITIC 

RESTORATION

San Nicolò Regale, 

Mazzara Del Vallo

CRITIC-

CONSERVATIVE 

RESTORATION

Palazzo Altemps, Rome
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